
Seth Phillips 

2403 N. Washington Ave., #114 

Dallas, TX 75204 

 

June 2, 2013 

 

The National LGBT Bar Association 

1301 K. Street NW, Suite 1100 East Tower 

Washington, DC 2005 

 

Re: Omar Alaniz 

 

Dear Selection Committee: 

 

It is my privilege to recommend Omar Alaniz for the 2013 Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40 

Award. As an advisor to the SMU Dedman School of Law chapter of OUTlaw, Omar has 

dedicated a significant amount of his time and talent to OUTlaw and the SMU Law student body 

at large. 

 

In the general SMU Law community, Omar has built a stellar reputation. For example, this year 

SMU students coached by Omar competed in and won the 21st Annual Duberstein Moot Court 

Competition in New York City.  SMU students on the team also won best brief for the 

competition.   

 

Omar has served as an advisor for OUTlaw for three years. As an adjunct faculty member, he 

approached the OUTlaw leadership and sought ways he could support the organization even 

though he only taught one class. Omar has continued to be heavily involved with OUTlaw 

regardless of whether or not he was teaching in a given semester. 

 

Omar encouraged OUTlaw officers to transform the organization from a “clandestine” group to a 

well-known minority student organization hosting well-attended on-campus events such as 

speaker panels and public debates.  

 

Additionally, Omar has made a significant difference to our organization’s connection with the 

Dallas legal community in general and the LGBT legal community, in particular.  These efforts 

have continued leading to new opportunities including an LGBT focused scholarship supported 

by the Gay and Lesbian Bar Association of Dallas.  

 

In addition to the publicity on campus and in the legal community, Omar also encouraged 

officers to open the organization to supportive allies. This move, along with Omar’s personal 

example, helps provide encouragement on a conservative campus to be “out” attorneys. 

 

Despite Omar’s commitments to his practice and his family, including twin toddlers, he is always 

willing to read resumes or meet one on one with students. He is not just a recommendation 

writer, however, he takes sincere interest in student’s lives and follows up with students on their 

career opportunities. 



 

For these and many other reasons, it is my privilege on behalf of the SMU chapter of OUTlaw to 

recommend Omar Alaniz as a Best LGBT Lawyer Under 40. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Seth Phillips 

President, OUTlaw 

Southern Methodist University  

Dedman School of Law 

https://www.docusign.net/Member/DocuSignTrust.aspx?veid=JoJuu%2fbiNyBEyMO6cDHFD8aIiywslVTgQknkR70u0YhYxIsYGd3MWERJDz1fHzrs&vdid=nJusJ3PcUSJUIA%2fTmx%2fwfADIzTxmAKtOanIjz%2f9GGALg0cZ4FgRBblrJBXh%2b5WfO&vsig=BH%2bl6PbQ%2f1pQq05E1OhS0HIdv4V480UbgZrRuBmBF9CJUai90G3UCQFR3kbDGPch
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Jack L. Kinzie 
TEL   +1 214.953.6727 
FAX  +1 214.661.4727 
jack.kinzie@bakerbotts.com 

 

May 30, 2013 

 
The National LGBT Bar Association 
1301 K Street NW Suite 1100 
East Tower Washington, DC 20005 
 
 

I write in support of the selection of Omar Alaniz for the “Best LGBT Lawyers 
Under 40” Award.  Omar is indeed an outstanding young lawyer and well deserves this award. 

I am the former partner-in-charge of the Dallas office of Baker Botts and former 
chair of the Firm’s Bankruptcy Practice.  I was very active in recruiting Omar to our Firm in 
2007, and since then I have worked closely with him on numerous professional and community 
projects.  He reports directly to me and he has been my first lieutenant on many assignments.  I 
thus have observed and evaluated his professional performance, his judgment, and his character 
and I am proud to report that he ranks at the highest level among his peers regarding both his 
professional skills and his ethical conduct. 

Omar brings unremitting energy and enthusiasm to his work, which is always first 
rate.  He is, even at his young age, an accomplished bankruptcy lawyer.  He is committed to 
excellence, and he brings to bear not only a comprehensive understanding of the law but his own 
creative approach to solving our client’s legal problems.  Consequently, Omar’s assignments at 
Baker Botts have included some of the Firm’s most complex and significant matters.  These are 
difficult assignments for demanding clients (and equally demanding senior partners) under trying 
circumstances.  In some instances, the stakes have been huge.  I have seen Omar perform 
admirably under pressure.  He is poised and unflappable.  He works well with a team, he is eager 
to contribute, and he is modest about that contribution.  He is quick with praise for others.  He is 
an excellent mentor. 

Omar brings that same creativity, commitment, and energy to his many pro bono 
and community activities.  One wonders how he finds time to be an adjunct professor, the moot 
court team coach, an elementary school volunteer, and a leader of the bar (and, more recently, a 
parent of twins), and still perform at the highest level as a Baker Botts lawyer.  But he does it all 
and he does it well. 

    Very truly yours, 

 
      Jack L. Kinzie 
       



 

      Dedman School of Law 
     PO Box 750116  Dallas TX  75272-0116 
    214-768-4178  Fax 214-768-4064 

      Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 
              
 
       May 30, 2013 

 
 

Re:  Nomination of Omar Alaniz for the Best LGBT Lawyers under 40 Award  
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

I am very pleased and happy to nominate Omar Alaniz for this award.  He truly is an outstanding young 
lawyer who represents the best of what we aspire to in the profession.  I have come to know him both personally 
and professionally.  As the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs at SMU Dedman School of Law I have worked 
with him both as an adjunct where he has co-taught our Advanced Bankruptcy Law class teaching with the 
Honorable D. Michael Lynn and this fall will be co-teaching Creditors Rights with the Honorable H. Dewayne 
“Cooter” Hale.    His student evaluations are outstanding and we have been blessed to have him teach here.  But 
teaching is only one of his gifts to the law school.  He also serves as the coach of our Duberstein Bankruptcy 
Moot Court Team and I know that he spends countless hours working with the students as they prepare for this 
prestigious competition.  The students love him and his mentorship is an inspiration.  He has done all of this 
while managing a very busy practice at Baker Botts and accumulating an impressive list of speeches and 
publications which belie the fact that he has only been practicing since 2003. He is a lawyer’s lawyer, scholar, 
teacher and mentor.   
 
Prior to becoming the Dean of Students at SMU Dedman School of Law, I was a partner for over 20 years with 
Jones Day.  In that capacity I served on many recruiting and hiring committees.  I was also in charge of New 
Associate Development in the Dallas office of Jones Day for many years.  In that time I interviewed, hired and 
trained hundreds of new lawyers.  I can honestly say I have rarely met a young lawyer who is as impressive and 
committed as Omar.    His enthusiasm is contagious.   His commitment to the profession is deep and sincere.  I 
know that he is and will continue to make his mark on the practice and those who have the privilege to work with 
and mentor under him.   I also know that the work load facing young lawyers can be fierce and few are willing to 
use precious personal time to give back to the community.  The time that he spends writing, speaking, mentoring, 
teaching and coaching is sacrificial time squeezed into a very busy professional life.  It demonstrates an 
extraordinary response to the call to public service that we hope all will aspire to in our profession.  It affirms the 
old adages that if you want something done and done right, find a busy person!  Omar is that busy person, always 
willing to lend a hand in the midst of the chaos of the lives of young lawyers.  What an example and inspiration 
his is.   
 
I can think of no more deserving lawyer for this award.    I am happy to include my name with his other 
recommenders.   
 
       Sincerely, 

 
       Martin L. Camp 
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